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the presidency of  Ronald Reagan, a copy of  the painting hung in the Whitehouse for all eight years, and the imagery 

of  Washington at prayer was referenced multiple times in Reagan’s presidential addresses. In his Thanksgiving 

Proclamation in 1986, Reagan famously said of  Friberg’s masterpiece, “One of  the most inspiring portrayals of  

American history is that of  George Washington on his knees in the snow at Valley Forge.”  Ultimately, The Prayer at 

Valley Forge stands as a testament to Friberg’s sincere patriotic sentiments and his career-long commitment to 

revealing the spiritual energy of  the world around him.


